ties throughout his life; and after his death his executors found among his D 
papers literally almost half a bushel of carefully written manuscript notes | \ \ | M } 


on birds. 


Mr. Stacey was two years past three score and ten, and his health had been 
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increasingly unsatisfactory; yet his death seemed curiously unexpected, He 
had remarkable drive and mental energy; and even though his physical ! 
regime was restricted, he never gave the impression of being tired, or old, or 
feeble. Death found him, as it were, in mid-stride, busy in his work and full 
of plans for the future. He needed another lifetime for the things he wished 
to accomplish. 
Se 
STUDENT MEETING ON DECEMBER 4 

ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, December 4, Student Members of the Academy 
will meet in Room 214, Simson African Hall, in Golden Gate Park, at 2:00 
o'clock. Dr. J. L. Kask, Associate Curator of Fishes, will speak on “The Life 


Story of the Pacific Halibut.” All interested persons are invited to attend. 


ScAIFE LECTURE ON DECEMBERI 


A (See inside page for announcement) 
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December Announcement 


THE REGULAR DECEMBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will 
be held in the Auditorium of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 245 
Market Street, on Wednesday evening, December 1, at eight o clock. A brief 
business meeting will be followed by the first of the autumn series of lectures 
on The Beauties of Nature, supported by the Walter B. Scaife Foundation. 
Mr. Brian Curtis, Supervising Fisheries Biologist, California State Division 
of Fish and Game, will speak on the subject: 


THE SALMON AND [TROUT OF CALIFORNIA 


Salmon and trout formed one of the most important features of California 
wild life when the first white men arrived. Early settlers believed that there 
could be no end to this abundance; not only were salmon and steelhead caught 
commercially, but for many years trout were sold in the markets. When de- 
pletion began to be feared, scientific studies were begun. The habits, the food, 
the physiology of our important salmonoids are now known, and are taken 
account of in man’s efforts to protect them against his own depredations—to 
stock the streams with trout for sport fishermen, to limit the commercial 
catch to the numbers that the fish populations can support, to get the salmon 
over or around dams which block their paths to their native spawning 
grounds. 

Mr. Curtis has been with the Division of Fish and Game since 1937. As the 
author of a well-known volume, “The Life Story of the Fish,” he has gained 
a reputation for ability to present scientific information in a lucid and interest- 
ing way. 

The public is cordially invited. 

ae 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its 
meeting of November 19, 1943, approved the applications of Mr. Henry L. 
Alves, Mr. L. E. Blochman, Mr. William H. Boynton, Mr. Henry F. Dutton, 


Miss Fanny Friedlander, Mr. John B, Funderburg, Jr., Miss Constance E. 
Gerrard, Dr. Ruby L. Hoffman, Mr. Frederick J. Koster, Mr. H. W. Koster, 
Mrs. Thomas Magee, Mr. G. P. Manchester, Mr. W illiam R. Merrill, Miss 
Vera M. Slaughter, Mrs. L. P. Steller, Mr. Harvey M. Toy, Mr. Carl E. 
Wells, Mr. George H. Whitney, Mr. Eli H. Wiel, and Mr. Albert Wilson, 
for Membership, and of Mr. Robert Jesson and Mr. Paul Werner, for Stadent 
Membership, in the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the 
election of these applicants be received at the office of the Academy within 


two weeks after November 26, they will be considered elected. 
— 
J. W. Stacey Catiep By DeEaTH 


Joun W. Stacey, Research Associate in Botany in the California Academy 
of Sciences, passed away on October 16 at the age of seventy-two years. Mr. 
Stacey was known in the business world as the founder and president of J. W. 
Stacey, Inc., distributors and publishers of books on biology and medicine, 
and was well known to American botanists as an authority on sedges of the 
genus Carex. 

To an unusual degree Mr. Stacey seemed able to combine business with 
pleasure. Traveling extensively in the interests of the firm that he had 
founded, he made and recorded natural history observations everywhere he 
went. If business called him to a city that had either a museum ora university, 
he never failed to visit its botanical department in quest of specimens of 
Carex; and if time permitted, he was always eager for a field trip with the 
local botanists. An energetic and successful business man, he enjoyed the 
extent to which he was able to make his vocation and his avocation comple- 
ment each other. He took pride and pleasure in having published several 
successful botanical books by western American authors. 

About four years ago Mr. Stacey had to give up his work on Carex because 
of inability any longer to use the microscope. When he recognized that this 
was the case, he had no word of complaint, but promptly and cheerfully 
turned his energies in a new direction; he took up the study of birds. He read 
widely, accumulated an ornithological library, and spent much time in field 
observation. With failing health restricting his movements, he had himself 
driven in his car to localities where birds could be seen, and spent hours watch- 
ing them with eight-power field glasses. In two or three years he had de- 
veloped a field knowledge of birds that was surprising even to veteran 
observers. The new interest he had taken up at sixty-eight he pursued with 


the same intensity and thoroughness that had characterized all of his activi- 


